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purchase in his life time from John King 500 acres on Poropo- 
tank Creek, in Gloucester county, and the court in 1656, ordered 
that the said land did belong to Mary and Alice Lewis, children 
of the said Eobert Lewis. I find no evidence that this Eobert 
Lewis had a son John, or that he had any title whatever. 

But there was a Major William Lewis, who had a real con- 
nection with the Lewises of Warner Hall. He was probably the 
William Lewes, aged twenty-five, that in 1635 entered himself 
for Virginia in the Globe of London. He obtained numerous 
patents of land — 50 acres in York county, southwest side of the 
freshes of York Eiver, October 14, 1653; 1,200 acres in Glou- 
cester county, north side of Mattaponi Eiver, May 25, 1654; 640 
acres in Gloucester county, north side of Mattaponi, May 25, 
1654; 2,000 acres in New Kent, northeast side of same river, 
bounded with Mamasheement on the northwest side, near the 
head of said river, June 8, 1655 ; 400 acres on northeast side of 
Mattaponi Eiver, on Arsantan's Creek, adjoining 640 acres of 
said Lewis, in New Kent county, June 8, 1655 ; 2,600 acres on 
southwest side of the freshes of York Eiver, including half the 
dividend commonly called Port Holy alias Chimahocans, pur- 
chased by said Major Lewis of Col. John West, January 20, 1656 ; 
2,000 acres in Westmoreland county, June 28, 1658 (patented 
with Eobert Hubbard) . There are probably other grants of land 
to him. Gloucester county was formed from York in 1651, and 
New Kent from York and Gloucester soon after. 
, Now it appears that "Chemokins alias Port Holy, lying in the 
parish of St. Peters in New Kent county, containing 1,300 acres 
more or less, and being part of a patent granted to Major Wil- 
liam Lewis," was in the possession and seizin of Major John 
Lewis of Warner Hall in 1717, who deeded it to his son Charles. 
{Timing's Statutes, VII., p. 377.) 
Major William Lewis had the title of Major as early as 1653. 
(To be Continued.) 



SOCIETY OP THE CINCINNATI. 

The Society of the Cincinnati was formed in the Verplanck 
house, Baron Stueben's headquarters, at Pishkill, on the Hud- 
son, May, 1783, by the officers of the Continental Army, to per- 
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petuate the friendships which had been formed during the great 
struggle of the Bevolutionary War, and to aid the unfortunate 
in the families of its members. The motto selected for the 
society was "Esto perpetua," and to insure this the succession 
to membership was limited to "the oldest male posterity, and 
in failure thereof the collateral branches who may be deemed 
worthy." As the members were about to disperse to their various 
homes, the society was divided into State societies, so that the 
meetings of the members, which took place yearly, might be the 
more easily accomplished; and it was arranged that the Society 
in general should meet every three years, each State society be- 
ing represented by five delegates, who, with the President Gen- 
eral, Vice-President General, Secretary General, Treasurer Gen- 
eral, Assistant Secretary General and Assistant Treasurer Gen- 
eral, should be designated the General Society of the Cincin- 
nati. To provide funds for the purpose of helping the^ unfor-. 
tunate each member paid one month's pay into the treasury of 
the State Society to which he belonged. In all of the thirteen 
States and in Prance societies were formed. Owing to the fact 
that the Cincinnati was based on primo-geniture great opposi- 
tion was developed towards it, as it was supposed to be for the 
purpose of forming a caste and influencing the course of politics. 
To counteract the supposed baleful influence of the Cincinnati 
upon the destiny of the infant State the Columbian Order or 
the Tammany Society of New York was instituted. Under the 
pressure of this opposition the Cincinnati in New Hampshire, 
Ehode Island, Connecticut, Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina 
and Georgia became dormant. The society in Prance was en- 
gulfed by the Eevolution of 1792-3, and has for various politi- 
cal reasons never been revived by any of the parties ruling that 
country during the century. The society in Ehode Island was 
revived by the General Society in 1881; those of Connecticut 
and Virginia in 1896 and 1899 ; those of New Hampshire, Dela- 
ware and North Carolina are in the course of being revived, 
and will be thoroughly established it is expected in 1902, while 
active steps are being taken to do the like office for Georgia. The 
organization of the Cincinnati in Virginia took place in the 
autumn of 1783, and there were two hundred and seventy-nine 
members, as nearly as can be ascertained from the minute book 
of the society, which is the only paper of the original society 
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known by the present organization to exist, which number made 
it one of the largest of all the societies, and consequently it 
possessed a large fund, the income of which was devoted very 
properly to the help of the needy ; but the opposition to the Cin- 
cinnati in Virginia was so strong that it became dormant in 
1824, giving its funds in bulk to the college now known as 
Washington and Lee. In 1889 the work of reviving the Cincin- 
nati in Virginia was begun, and in 1896 the General Society 
first received the delegates of that society as representing the 
twenty members who had been gotten together, and in 1899 the 
General Society entirely re-established the society. Since 1896 
four members have died and eight have been admitted. The 
society is very anxious to have as many as possible, if not all, of 
the original members represented, a list of whom and the Eules 
of Admission will be furnished on request. It is hoped that any 
one having knowledge of the representative of any of the officers 
whose names are-given will communicate with the secretary of the 
society, Mr. Patrick Henry Cary Cabell, Kichmond, Virginia. 



HISTOKICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Honor System. — The first distinct recognition of the "honor 
system" was at William and Mary College. It was an outgrowth 
of Virginia society — of that spirit of independence which sprung 
from the rural and, isolated lives of the people. In Virginia, 
about the time of the Eevolution, a white man might be poor, but 
he was never servile; he was necessarily a freeman. The old 
Oxford system of espionage was in disfavor from the first, and 
in the Eules of the College, published in 1817, there is an open 
recognition of the principle of honor. 

Rule 5. "Any student may be required to declare his guilt or 
innocence as to any particular offence of which he may be sus- 
pected; and should any student refuse to make such declaration 
when required so to do, he shall be suspended for a week, and 
if at the expiration of that time he shall still refuse to make 
such declaration, he shall be deemed guilty and be punished ac- 
cordingly. And should the perpetrators of any mischief, in order 
to avoid detection, deny their guilt, then may the Society re- 



